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Safety & Environmental Enforcement, Interior § 250.1933 

§ 250.1930 What must be included in 
my SEMS program for SWA? 

(a) Your SWA procedures must en-
sure the capability to immediately 
stop work that is creating imminent 
risk or danger. These procedures must 
grant all personnel the responsibility 
and authority, without fear of reprisal, 
to stop work or decline to perform an 
assigned task when an imminent risk 
or danger exists. Imminent risk or dan-
ger means any condition, activity, or 
practice in the workplace that could 
reasonably be expected to cause: 

(1) Death or serious physical harm; or 
(2) Significant environmental harm 

to: 
(i) Land; 
(ii) Air; or 
(iii) Mineral deposits, marine, coast-

al, or human environment. 
(b) The person in charge of the con-

ducted work is responsible for ensuring 
the work is stopped in an orderly and 
safe manner. Individuals who receive a 
notification to stop work must comply 
with that direction immediately. 

(c) Work may be resumed when the 
individual on the facility with UWA de-
termines that the imminent risk or 
danger does not exist or no longer ex-
ists. The decision to resume activities 
must be documented in writing as soon 
as practicable. 

(d) You must include SWA procedures 
and expectations as a standard state-
ment in all JSAs. 

(e) You must conduct training on 
your SWA procedures as part of ori-
entations for all new personnel who 
perform activities on the OCS. Addi-
tionally, the SWA procedures must be 
reviewed during all meetings focusing 
on safety on facilities subject to this 
subpart. 

[78 FR 20443, Apr. 5, 2013] 

§ 250.1931 What must be included in 
my SEMS program for UWA? 

(a) Your SEMS program must have a 
process to identify the individual with 
the UWA on your facility(ies). You 
must designate this individual taking 
into account all applicable USCG regu-
lations that deal with designating a 
person in charge of an OCS facility. 
Your SEMS program must clearly de-
fine who is in charge at all times. In 
the event that multiple facilities, in-

cluding a MODU, are attached and 
working together or in close proximity 
to one another to perform an OCS oper-
ation, your SEMS program must iden-
tify the individual with the UWA over 
the entire operation, including all fa-
cilities. 

(b) You must ensure that all per-
sonnel clearly know who has UWA and 
who is in charge of a specific operation 
or activity at all times, including when 
that responsibility shifts to a different 
individual. 

(c) The SEMS program must provide 
that if an emergency occurs that cre-
ates an imminent risk or danger to the 
health or safety of an individual, the 
public, or to the environment (as speci-
fied in § 250.1930(a)), the individual with 
the UWA is authorized to pursue the 
most effective action necessary in that 
individual’s judgment for mitigating 
and abating the conditions or practices 
causing the emergency. 

[78 FR 20443, Apr. 5, 2013] 

§ 250.1932 What are my EPP require-
ments? 

(a) Your management must consult 
with their employees on the develop-
ment, implementation, and modifica-
tion of your SEMS program. 

(b) Your management must develop a 
written plan of action regarding how 
your appropriate employees, in both 
your offices and those working on off-
shore facilities, will participate in your 
SEMS program development and im-
plementation. 

(c) Your management must ensure 
that employees have access to sections 
of your SEMS program that are rel-
evant to their jobs. 

[78 FR 20443, Apr. 5, 2013] 

§ 250.1933 What procedures must be 
included for reporting unsafe work-
ing conditions? 

(a) Your SEMS program must include 
procedures for all personnel to report 
unsafe working conditions in accord-
ance with § 250.193. These procedures 
must take into account applicable 
USCG reporting requirements for un-
safe working conditions. 

(b) You must post a notice at the 
place of employment in a visible loca-
tion frequently visited by personnel 
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30 CFR Ch. II (7–1–14 Edition) Pt. 251 

that contains the reporting informa-
tion in § 250.193. 

[78 FR 20443, Apr. 5, 2013] 

PART 251—GEOLOGICAL AND 
GEOPHYSICAL (G&G) EXPLO-
RATIONS OF THE OUTER CONTI-
NENTAL SHELF 

Sec. 
251.1 Definitions. 
251.2 [Reserved] 
251.3 Authority and applicability of this 

part. 
251.4–251.6 [Reserved] 
251.7 Test drilling activities under a permit. 
251.8–251.14 [Reserved] 
251.15 Authority for information collection. 

AUTHORITY: 31 U.S.C. 9701, 43 U.S.C. 1334. 

SOURCE: 76 FR 64462, Oct. 18, 2011 unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 251.1 Definitions. 
Terms used in this part have the fol-

lowing meaning: 
Act means the Outer Continental 

Shelf Lands Act (OCSLA), as amended 
(43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.). 

Analyzed geological information means 
data collected under a permit or a lease 
that have been analyzed. Analysis may 
include, but is not limited to, identi-
fication of lithologic and fossil con-
tent, core analyses, laboratory anal-
yses of physical and chemical prop-
erties, well logs or charts, results from 
formation fluid tests, and descriptions 
of hydrocarbon occurrences or haz-
ardous conditions. 

Archaeological interest means capable 
of providing scientific or humanistic 
understanding of past human behavior, 
cultural adaptation, and related topics 
through the application of scientific or 
scholarly techniques, such as con-
trolled observation, contextual meas-
urements, controlled collection, anal-
ysis, interpretation, and explanation. 

Archaeological resources mean any ma-
terial remains of human life or activi-
ties that are at least 50 years of age 
and of archaeological interest. 

Coastal environment means the phys-
ical, atmospheric, and biological com-
ponents, conditions, and factors that 
interactively determine the produc-
tivity, state, condition, and quality of 
the terrestrial ecosystem from the 

shoreline inward to the boundaries of 
the coastal zone. 

Coastal Zone means the coastal 
waters (including the lands therein and 
thereunder) and the adjacent 
shorelands (including the waters there-
in and thereunder), strongly influenced 
by each other and in proximity to the 
shorelines of the several coastal States 
and extends seaward to the outer limit 
of the U.S. territorial sea. 

Coastal Zone Management Act means 
the Coastal Zone Management Act of 
1972, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1451 et seq.). 

Data means facts, statistics, meas-
urements, or samples that have not 
been analyzed, processed, or inter-
preted. 

Deep stratigraphic test means drilling 
that involves the penetration into the 
sea bottom of more than 500 feet (152 
meters). 

Director means the Director of the 
Bureau of Safety and Environmental 
Enforcement, U.S. Department of the 
Interior, or a subordinate authorized to 
act on the Director’s behalf. 

Exploration means the commercial 
search for oil, gas, and sulphur. Activi-
ties classified as exploration include, 
but are not limited to: 

(1) Geological and geophysical ma-
rine and airborne surveys where mag-
netic, gravity, seismic reflection, seis-
mic refraction, gas sniffers, coring, or 
other systems are used to detect or 
imply the presence of oil, gas, or sul-
phur; and 

(2) Any drilling, whether on or off a 
geological structure. 

Geological and geophysical scientific re-
search means any oil, gas, or sulphur 
related investigation conducted in the 
OCS for scientific and/or research pur-
poses. Geological, geophysical, and 
geochemical data and information 
gathered and analyzed are made avail-
able to the public for inspection and re-
production at the earliest practicable 
time. The term does not include com-
mercial geological or geophysical ex-
ploration or research. 

Geological exploration means explo-
ration that uses geological and geo-
chemical techniques (e.g., coring and 
test drilling, well logging, and bottom 
sampling) to produce data and informa-
tion on oil, gas, and sulphur resources 
in support of possible exploration and 
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